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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 DAMASC 02504 191634Z 
ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO NEAE-00 SSO-OO AID-05 /016W 

191638Z 010007/46 

O 191601Z APR 77 

FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 2734 

SECRET DAMASCUS 2504 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR EAID SY US 

SUB J : ADDED U.S. FOOD ASSISTANCE 

REF: STATE 86725 

1 . SYRIAN CONCERNS EXPRESSED TO AMBASSADOR SEVERAL WEEKS 
AGO RESULTED FROM UNUSUALLY DRY MONTH OF MARCH WITH 
PREDICTIONS OF SERIOUS DROP IN WHEAT AND BARLEY PRODUCTION 
IN SOUTH SYRIA. HOWEVER, THERE HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIAL AND, 

ACCORDING TO KNOWLEDGEABLE SOURCE, VERY TIMELY RAINFALL 
IN THE PERIOD APRIL 10-16 THAT HAS CHANGED PREDICTIONS FOR 
THE BETTER. MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE SOURCES NOW ESTIMATE 
THAT PRODUCTION OF WHEAT AND BARLEY IN THE SOUTH WILL BE 
ABOVE AVERAGE AND THAT GRAIN PRODUCTION FOR ALL REGIONS, 

EXCEPT HASSAKEH, LOOKS OPTIMISTIC. PRIVATE BUSINESS SOURCES 
CORROBORATE THIS OPTIMISM. 

2. SYRIA MAY NOT BE COMPLETELY OUT OF THE WOODS YET. A 
SUDDEN CHANGE IN WEATHER THIS MONTH, E.G., A FIVE-DAY 
KHAMSIIN WHICH WOULD NOT BE UNCOMMON COULD CUT DEEPLY INTO 
GRAIN PRODUCTION. AGATT BELIEVES THAT IF WE GET 

THROUGH REMAINDER OF MONTH WITHOUT SERIOUS WEATHER 
PROBLEMS OUTLOOK IS GOOD FOR GRAIN AND OTHER AGRI 
CULTURAL PRODUCTION. UNTIL THEN, IT IS NOT POSSIBLE, 

HOWEVER, TO MAKE ANY FIRM PREDICTIONS ON PRODUCTION 
LEVELS. 
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